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DISPUTES EXPERT fw 

Doctor Rules Out 
Single JFK Gunman 


PITTSBURGH. Pa <AP)- 
A forensic pathologist who ex- 
amined tiie records and mate- 
rials of the autopsy performed 
on President John F. Kennedy 
aa id Saturday Dial accused as- 
sassin Lee Harvey Oswald 
could not have acted alone. 

Hr. Cyril Wecht, Allegheny 
County Coroner, said at a 
news conference a two-day 
examination of the autopsy 
materials at the National Ar- 
chives in Washington. D.C. 
convinced him that It was 
“physically impossible*' for 
only one gunman to have slain 
Kennedy. 

Wecht’s findings were in di- 
rect contradiction not only 
with the Warren Report con- 
clusion that a single assassin 
• was responsible for Kennedy’s 
death, but also with a report 
by Dr. George K. Lattimer, 
the first private physician to 
examine the X-rays. 

Wecht said: “The fact is 
that the physical evidence 
shows that not any one person 
could have been a shooter. 
There had to have been at 
least two people shooting." 

Wecht charged that the sin- 
gle-assassin finding of the 
lengthy Warren Report hinges 
on the theory that one bullet 
fired from a single gun 
wounded President Kennedy 
In the back seat of Ids limou- 
sine, and also wounded and 
passed through Texas Gov. 
John Connally, who was riding 
in the front seat. 

Lattimer made his report 
last January, about two 
months after the expiration of 
Uje Kennedy family five-year 
ban on making public the ma- 
terial. 

At that time. Lattimer. 
chairman of the department of 
urology at Columbia Univer- 
sity College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, said there was no 
doubt in his mind that Ken- 
nedy was gunned down by a 
single assailant He s;ud the 
X-ru>s proved that the front 
and rear wounds in the slain 
president were caused by the 
same bullet which passed 
through Kennedy’s body and 
then struck Connally. 

Wecht disagreed. "The 


many gunmen he thought 
were involved. 

Asked about the conflict be- 
tween his report and Latti- 
mer’s, Wecht, reached at his 
summer home in Milford, 
Conn., said the New York doc- 
tor "is a urologist and deals 
with kidneys. This is com- 
pletely out of his field of ex- 
pertise..." 

He also said Lattimer had 
spent only three or four lioun 
in the archives. Wecht said 
Lattimer was chosen as the 
first private physician to ex- 
amine the X-rays "because he 
had made himself into a pro- 
government buff on this . . . 
They sent Lattimer in there 
because they knew what he 
would say and what he would 
do." 

Asked who "they" were, 
Wecht would say only: "the 
people who are eager to see to 
it that nothing fc> done to re- 
open this matter." 

Wecht, a long-time critic of 
the Warren Report, said he 
based his findings on an 
examination last week of X- 
rays, photographs, films, bul- 
lets and bullet fragments. 

Wecht said several "ex- 
tremely revelant” items— in- 
cluding microscopic slides and 
Kennedy's brain, which he 
said was to have been pre- 
served — were not made avail- 
able to him. 

"Looking at the X-rays." he 
said, "1 discovered a dark, 
brownish-black object inside 
the brain. . .nobody ever men- 
tioned this previously. Nobody 
ever described it." 

lie did not say if he thought 
tiie object was a bullet. 

Wecht said he will submit to 
Burke Marshall, executor of 
tlie Kennedy estate, a pro- 
posal for a full review of the 
autopsy materials by a team 
of experts. 

Wecht, who is also Directo 
of the Institute of Forensic 
Sciences at Duquesne Univer- 
sity, was granted permission 
bv Marshall to study the au- 
topsy materials. 


*r.agic bullet the on is the sine 
qua non cf the Warren Re- 
por;." he said "It i-; abso- 
lutely untenable from a scien- 
tific standpoint 
"I Wus quite amazed at the 
pristine snap? of the bullet." 
YVecht said "Y\ hen one t*x am- 
int*s the bullet and the various 
films, there can U little or no 
question that that bulk! did 
not traverse the buds o! two 
men." 

Hr declined to suv how 
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